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‘Far thent to die was easy, but not to yield. 
None but his foes to see him die; noue but 
his foes his death to tell.’’ 


William Dummer, Esq. Lieut. Governor and Commanderin Chief 
in and over his Majesty’s province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England. 


To Joseph Parker, Gent.—Greeting. 


By virtue of the power and authority in and by his Majesty’s 
Commission to me granted, to be Lieutenant Governor, etc., I do by 
these presents, regiosing especial trust and confidence in your loyalty, 
courage and good conduct, constitute and appoint you the said Joseph 
Parker to be Lieutenant of a company of snow-shoe men, and of those 
that are appointed to be in readiness to issue out against the Indian 
enemy and rebels upon any alarm or attack; whereof Robert Richard- 
son is Captain, in the regiment of militia in the County of Middlesex, 
whereof Eleazer Tyng. Esq. is Colonel. You are therefore diligently 
and faithfully to discharge the duties of a Lieutenant, etc. 


Given under my hand and seal at arms at Boston, 5th day Feb. 
in the Eleventh year of the reign of his Majesty, King George, A. D. 
1724, 
Wm. Dummer. 


New England War Beterans 


Abraham Parker's Family 


From first to last, throughout the long struggle for independence, 
the Parker name ranks prominently in patriotism, bravery, and ser- 
vice. In volume XI of ‘‘Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors’’ seven 
hundred and thirty items concerning military records of Parker War 
Veterans appear. Many of these records refer to Indian War Veter- 
ams of the Parker family, as well as to those who served in the War 
of the Revolution and in later wars. 


On the stones that mark the resting places of the men who served 
in the wars from King Philips to the last war in our history, we read 
the titles which they so gallantly earned: Colonels, Captains, Lieut- 
enants, Ensigns, Sergeants, and private soldiers as well. From early 
times, they all did good service, for they had been schooled, as Col- 
onists, to be very familiar with their flintlocks and muskets. They 
carriec their heavy firelocks from house to field, and to town and to 
church, and always kept them handy in the house at night. In many 
of the early settlements, the struggle for existence with Nature on the 
oue side and savage foes on the other was fatal. It was no wonder 
that thisconstaut schooling in the art of war made them defensive and 
quick to respond to duty’s call From the Wars with King Philip to 
the Revolution, was a period of one hundred years of almost succes- 
sive warfare, and untold stories of endurance, hardship and courage, 
An interesting tale it would make if we were able to relate here, the 
part in this history the Parker name has acted. 


A detachment of three hundred provincials, chiefly New Jersey 
men were sent from Fort William Henry under command of Col. Jos. 
Parker to reconnoitre the I'rench outposts. Montcalm’s scouts discov- 
ered them; on which a band of Indians, considerably more numerous 
went to meet them under a french Partisan named Corbiere, and am- 
bushed them not far from Sabbath Day Point. Col. Parker had rashly 
divided his force; and at daybreak of the twenty-sixth of July, three 
of his boats fell into the snare, and were captured without a shot. 
Three others followed, in ignorance of what had happened, and shared 
the fate of the first. When the rest drew near, they were greeted by 
a deadly volley from thickets, and a swarm of canoes darted out upon 
them. 


The men were seized with such a panic that some of them jumped 
into the water to escape, while the Indians leaped after them and 
speared them with their lances like fish. ‘‘Terrified.’’ says Bougoin- 
ville, ‘‘by the sight of these monsters, their agility, their firing, and 
their yells, they surrendered almost without resistance.’’ About a 
hundred, however, made their escape. The rest were killed or cap- 
tured, and three of the bodies were eaten on the spot. ‘The journalist 
adds that the victory so elated the Indians that they became insup- 
portable; ‘‘but here in the forests of America we can no more do 
without Indian allies than without cavalry on the plain.” 


Another success at about the same time did not tend to improve 
their manners. A hundred and fifty of them, along with a few 
Canadians under Marin, made a dash at Fort Edward, killed or 
drove in the pickets, and returned with thirty-two scalps and a 
prisoner. It was found, however, that the scalps were far from re- 
presenting an equal number of heads, the Indians having learned the 
art of making two or three out of one by judicious division. 


Capt. James Parker, brother of Abraham, was one of the founders 
of the town of Groton, Massachusetts. He was a very active and brave 
officer in the earliest wars of the Colony with the Indians. He wasan 
earnest Christian and a deacon in the Church. Captain Parker’s son, 
James was killed by the Indians July 27, 1694. 


Lieut Josiah Parker was the father of Captain John Parker of 
Battle of Lexington Fame. 

Jobn Parker’s son, Hananiah, served in Queen Anne’s War with 
the French in 1712. 


John Parker’s son, Josiah, was a lieutenant. He was an active 
and efficient officer and participated in much service, as also his 
brothers-John, Thaddeus and Joseph. His son Joseph, was in the 
French and Indian War at the taking of Quebec in 1759. His cousin, 
Peter Parker of Framingham, was in this war of 1757. Inthe French 
and Indian War of 1757, the following men were from Reading; Asa 
Parker, Phineas Parker and Jonah Parker, all in the troop of horse. 


Ephraim Parker, Ebenezer Parker, and Green Parker. Those of 
the family in Lexington who responded to the roll call of Captain 
Parker on the morning of the alarm which opened the Revolution 
were Thaddeus Parker, Jonas Parker, Ebenezer Parker and Captain 
John Parker. They were all members of the well organized and weil 
drilled company of ‘‘minute men.’’ They saw active service there and 
often after this. 


The following show extracts of the rolls in the three companies 
of Reading belonging to the regiment of Colonel David Green as they 
stood April 19. 1775. Ebenezer Parker, Thomas Parker, Jr., Thomas 
Parker, Sr. 2nd Company, David Parker, Samuel Parker. 3rd Com- 
pany, Lieutenant Jonas Parker, Asa Parker, William Parker. Daniel 
Parker, Jr., Benjamin Parker, Caleb Parker, Edmond Parker, Ephraim 
Parker, Aaron Parker, Isaac Parker, Daniel Parker, Sr., and another 
Ephraim Parker. These men were in the hottest of the fight and 
were among the first (if not the first) to begin the fight on the retreat 
of the British. 


Willard Parker was a sergeant in Captain John Ford’s company 
of volunteers and in Colonel Jonah Reed's regiment who were engaged 
September 30, 1777, to reinforce the Northern Army at the request of 
the General Court of Massachusetts Bay. 


William Parker was also a member of this company. 


The enemy were by this time organized anew and were again 
advanced to the attack. General Putnam’s dutv called him to the 
lines and Captain Ford appeared with his company. He servedina 
regiment under the veteran Lieutenant Colonel Parker and Major 
Brooks. Of them he had learned the duties of a soldier. He had 
already sigualized himself at Lexington Battle by killing five of the 
enemy. 


Silas Parker served in the army of General Lincoln in the memo- 
rable expedition through the counties of Worcester and Berkshire to 
suppress the insurrection of 1786, commonly known as Shay’s in- 
surrection. 


In the Fourth Indian War commonly called the Three Year's 
War or Lovell’s War, “‘snow shoe companies’? were raised in all 
the towns lying upon the Merrimac River, and these companies were 
““minute men’? equipped with snow shoes and firearms, etc., holding 
themselves in readiness to go on scouting parties in pursuit of the 
Indians at a moment’s alarm. ‘The following constituted the snow 
shoe company in Chelmsford in 1724 under the command of Captain 
Robert Richardson and Lieutenant Robert Parker. Among these 
forty were Ebenezer Parker, Jonathan Parker and Benjamin Parker. 


William Parker, Jr., of Chelmsford, was a private in Colonel 
Moses Parker’s regiment, which marched on the alarm, April 19, 1775. 


Benjamin Parker was a private in Captain Benjamin Parker’s 
regiment and he was with the command that marched on the alarm, 
April 19, 1775 to Concord and thence to Cambridge. Benjamin Parker 
became a first lieutenant in Col. Goodwin’s regiment, Nov. 27, 1779. 


The casualties in 1775 were Lieutenant Colonel Moses Parker, 
wounded in battle the 17th of June by aball which fractured his knee. 
He was taken captive and carried into Boston, where after the ampu- 
tation of his leg, he died in prison, July 4th. He was the son of 
Colonel Joseph Parker. He early discovered a taste for military life, 
and embraced every opportunity that occurred of cultivating a knowl- 
edge of military tactics, and of gratifying his predominant love of the 
duties and labors of the camp. In 1758, he was honored with a 
Lieutenant’s commission in the company, commanded by Captain 
Jonah Butterfield, and raised for the express purpose of the general 
invasion of Canada. He was promoted to a captain in the succeeding 
year, and in 1760, commanded a company at Fort Frederick, Saint 
John’s. In this expedition, he distinguished himself as a brave 
soldier and as a intrepid and dauntless officer. Me was endeared to 
those under his care by his assiduous attention to their wants, and 
constant eudeavors to render their situation as pleasant as circum- 
stances would permit. Such was his reputation that when Governor 
Bernard in 1671 was selecting from a multitude of applicants thirty 
captains for that year’s service, Captain Parker stood forth the most 
prominent military character on the list. Colonel Arbuthnot declared 
that ‘they would not go without him, that he was the only captain 
they had insisted upon.’’ So great was his popularity that his friends 

“assured him that if he would accept the captainship, fifty men might 
be immediately raised to serve under him. Thus practiced for many 
years in the arts and duties of the tented field, he was qualified to 
take an active part in the Revolutionary War, at am early period of 
which, his fame was consummated. 


About a month previous to the Battle of Bunker Hill, he was 
chosen Lieutenant Colonel of the 27th Regiment of Foot ‘‘minute men’’ 
under Colonel Bridge and Major Brooks. afterwards Governor of 
Massachusetts. The veteran Parker who had escaped through the 
whole war of 1756, in which he had signalized himself, and especially 
at the siege of Fort Frontenac, received a ball in his thigh (knee) and 
was left mortally wounded in the redoubt. 


The reference to Lieut.-Colonel Moses Parker, one of the heroes 
of the battle of Bunker Hill as an Indian War Veteran refers to the 
French and Indian Wars just preceding the Revolution of 1763 and 
thereabouts. He was a veteran of many battles with the Indians, es- 
caping with what seemed to be a series of miracles in the deadly cam- 
paigns of the war of 1756 where he had signalized himself for unusual 
bravery and especially at the siegeof Frontenac. His father, Colonel 
Joseph Parker, had perished with his whole command in a terrible 
battle with the Oneida Indians, and the mantle of his bravery had 
been given to as worthy a son as ever received the honor of being the 
commander of brave men. 


Lieut.-Colonel Parker was a man of sterling worth, brave, gener- 
ous, hospitable, with sturdy frame and fearless eve, and ready and 
quick to understand the ever changing tide of battle. He was careful 
and deeply concerned for the well being of his men in camp, on the 
march and in the fierce encounter. From such stock came the veter- 
ans of our Indian Wars splendidly represented in the most honourable 
Order of Indian Wars; so many of its members like our former Com- 
mander Major General Leonard Wood, wearing the highest of all 
Military Orders, the coveted Congressional Medal of Honour. 


In the following records are extracts copied from the official 
muster-rolls, archives, etc., of the State of Massachusetts, to be found 
at the State House, Boston. 


‘The muster roll of Capt. John Bridge’s company in Col. Eleazer 
Brooks’ regiment on command at Roxbury, March 4, 1776:’? Thomas 
Parker, James Parker, Sergt. Ebemezer Parker and others. This 
Thomas Parker was the Lexington Thomas. 


Toward the opening of the Revolutionary War many records are 
found regarding him. He took an active interest in the country’s wel- 
fare, being, like all his name in Lexington, firmly patriotic to the 
American cause. He lived upon a part of his father’s homestead in 
the south part of the town, neighbor to Capt. John Parker, his cousin. 
He was quartermaster of the Lexington Military Co., 1774. It seems 
that he was not with Capt. Parker’s company at the Lexington fight. 
Tradition says he was ill at this time and was confined to the house. 
The British wantonly ransacked houses on and near their line of march. 
Two ‘‘redcoats’’ broke open the entrance to Mr. Parker’s house and 
demanded of Jane, his wife, to be shown through the rooms. He had 
but one son and he, Corp. Ebenezer Parker, was doing service with 
his company. Thomas Parker was a tall and very large, broad 
shouldered man; he had great vitality and strength, and although 
sick was not helpless. Hewas of a strong family. Jonas Parker. 
who had been murdered by the British the morning of that day, 
was the strongest wrestler in the town. Amos Parker. the eldest 
brother, who was settled in Shrewsbury, is said to have been a re- 
markably strong man in his day. Mr. Parker’s family was equal to 
the emergency. Apparently complying with the soldiers’ demands, 
Mrs. Parker presently brought them into her husband’s room. It 
seems that the daughter had meanwhile brought her father strong 
cord and he had quickly prepared himself. He seized them both and 
with ropes bound them tight. ‘the tradition also says that he turned 
them over to the Colonial authorities. He was 48 yearsof age at this 
time. 


Isaac Parker was a Lieutenant in Captain Ford’s company in the 
same regiment. 


Jonas Parker was an ensign in the same company. 


Benjamin Parker, John Parker and Silas Parker were also mem- 
bers of the same company. 


We have no records of military service of Amos Parker of Shrews- 
bury, but he had a family of seven sons, all of whom served more or 
less in the Revolutionary war, except the youngest, who was too 
young for service. The son, Elisha Parker is first found in Capt. 
Job Cushing’s company, in Hon. Artemos Ward’s regiment. With 
him were Simon Parker and many othernames. Dea. Andrew Parker 
of Barre was Lieutenant of the first company of Barre militia at the 
opening of the Revolution, and probably marched with it upon Lex-~ 
ington alarm, 1775. 


On “‘A pay roll of Capt. John Maynard’s company in Col. Job 
Cushing’s regiment of Mass. Bay who marched on ye alarm to Still- 
water for 30 days under the command of Lieut.-Col. Wheelock, Sept. 
29, 1777,”” is found Nahum Parker. Upon the Bennington alarm Asa 
Parker marched in Capt. Join Maynard's company from Shrewsbury. 
John Parker of Shrewsbury, who was like Asa of different family line- 
age than Nahum Parker, marched with the Shrewsbury company to 
Cambridge upon the Lexington alarm, and then offered his services 
for the United Colonies for a long period. 


John Parker, Nahum Parker, Caleb Parker, and others, served in 
Col. Cushing’s Regiment. 


The archives show that Nahum Parker also served in the Rhode 


Island campaign from May 4 to July 4, 1777. for which he received a 
bounty from the State. 


Lt. Hananiah Parker from Westborough, John Parker of South- 
borough served in Colonel Drury’s Regiment. 


Josiah Parker, of Woburn was Lieutenant Parker of Lexington 
whose praiseworthy defensive action on the famous 19th of April, 1775, 
ushered in the war in an honorable manner, and marked the opening 
of a new epoch in the world’shistory. Thaddeus Parker of Lexington 
was another brother. He wasin the earliest struggle for independence 
and later served eight months in the Jerseys under Gen. Washington. 


Condensed records of service of the non-commissioned Parkers 
of Massachusetts in the Revolutionary War, as shown: 


Samuel Parker, 
Nathaniel Parker, 
Daniel Parker, 
Thomas Parker, 
Samuel Parker, 
Joseph Parker, 
Michael Parker, 
Sergt. John Parker, 
Enoch Parker, 
James H. Parker, 
Abraham Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
John Parker, 
Wm. Parker. 
Daniel Parker, 
John Parker, 
EBleazer Parker, 
Lemuel Parker, 
Abijah Parker, 
Abel Parker, 


Henry Parker, 
Abraham Parker, 
Caleb Parker, 
John Parker, 
Free Parker, 
Colton Parker, 
John Parker, 
Benjamin Parker, 
Phineas Parker, 
John Parker. 
Joseph Parker, 
Stephen Parker, 
Jacob Parker, 
James Parker, 
Isaac Parker, 
Lemuel Parker, 
Nehemiah Parker, 
Levi Parker, 
Abel Parker, 
John Parker, 


William Parker, 
Francis Parker, 
James Parker, 
Ichabod Parker, 
Samuel Parker, 
John Parker, 
William Parker, 
Jonas Parker, 
Corp. Nathan Parker, 
Simeon Parker, 
Phineas Parker, 
John Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Noah Parker, 


Asa Parker; 
Oliver Parker, 
James Parker, 
Nathaniel Parker, 
Silas Parker, 
Benjamin Parker, 
Ebenezer Parker, 
David Parker, 
Corp. Joseph Parker, 
Daniel Parker, 
Abijah Parker, 
John Parker, 
Jacob Parker, 


The archives show these records of service in the volume of non- 
commissioned officers and privates of the Continental Army: 


Gideon Parker, 
John Parker, 
Joshua Parker, 
Jesse Parker, 
Joknr Parker, 
Samuel Parker, 
Oliver Parker, 
Daniel Parker, 
David Parker, 
George Parker, 
John Parker, 
Nathaniel Parker, 
David Parker, 
Bleazer Parker, 
Elias Parker, 
Samuel Parker, 


Abijah Parker, 
Daniel Parker, 
Joseph Parker, 
Jesse Parker, 
Joshua Parker, 
Edmond Parker, 
Jackson Parker, 
Benjamin Parker, 
William Parker, 
William Parker, 
Nathaniel Parker, 
William Parker, 
John Parker, 
Charles Parker, 
Josiah Parker, 
Thomas Parker, 


TE Ne a trae esate es 


Captain Jonas Parker was among the slain at j 

He said he would not run away tron the Brith Bees 
wounded at the first fire, but continued to discharge his rifle 
without retreating, and was killed by the bayonet of a British 
soldier. No more heroic death ever happened in any war 
or any where than this of Jonas Parker. His last words 
were—I will never run. “Roman History does not furnish 
an example of bravery that outshines that of Jonas Parker.” 
Extract from Edward Everett’s address at Lexington, He 
died one of the first offerings on the Altar of Freedom an 
everlasting honor to his country and his name. Captain John 
Parker of Lexington commanded the Americans in this en- 
gagement. 


_He commanded the 5th Penn. Reet. and part of the time 
during the Revolution the 9th and 10th Regiments. 


Colonel Josiah Parker was born in Maclesficld, Isle of Wight 
County, Virginia, May 11th 1751: He pursued preparatory 
studies, and became a Representative from Virginia; member 
of the Committee of Safety in 1775, and of the Virginia con- 
vention that held sessions in March, July, and December of 
that year; commissioned Major in the fifth Virginia regiment, 
February 18-1776, Lieutenant-Colonel July 28, 1777, and 
Colonel April 1, 1778; served under General Charles Lee in 
Virginia until the fall of 1776, when transferred to Wash- 
ington’s army; rendered distineuished service at the battles 
of Trenton, Princeton, and the Brandywine; resigned from the 
army July 12, 1778; member of Virginia house of delegates 
1780-1781; elected to the first six congresses (March 4, 1789- 
March 3, 1801); died in Macclesfield, Virginia, March 18, 
1810- . Trumbull, the great artist, represents him re- 
eciving the sword of the wounded Hessian Commander Colonel 
Ralle. Colone] Parker was greatly distinguished as a saldier 
and as a militury commander, especially for his gallantry at 
Trenton where he won a victory over the British and Hessian 
forces. His services in the field will be long remembered, as 
they contributed in a great degree to procure his country’s 
independence to the truth of which his old comrades in arms 
ean testify.”— Norfolk Herald, March, 13i0. 


William Henry Parker was Representative from South 
Dakota, was born in Keene, New Hampshire, May 5, 1847. 
He joined the Union Army June 24, 1861. October 16, 1866 
he was stationed at Fort Phil. Kearney, Nebraska terri- 
tory, he was an Indian war veteran. He was afterwards 
assistant U. S. Attorney in Colorado territory and afterwards 
promoted to U. S. Attorney Colorado territory. He was elect- 
ed to the 60th Congress, March 4, 1907 where he served until 
his death at Deadwood, South Dakota, June 26, 1908. 


Nahum Parker was born in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, 
March 4, £760, he participated in the war of the Revolution 
serving in the Continental Army under General Gates and 
in the battles that resulted in the capture of Burgoyne’s forces 


at Saratoga, 1777. He was elected to the United S 
Senate March 4, 1807-June 1, 1810. He was Justice de 
Court of Common Pleas. He was Associate Justice of the 
Western bg Pg ee and Judge of the Court of Ses- 
sions, member of the State Senate and it si 25 
He died Nov. 12, 1839. Pe rans eae 


Isaac Parker a Representative in Congress from Massa- 
chusetts was born in Boston, June 17, 1768 was graduated 
from Harvard College 1786. Studied law and was admitted 
to the bar and began practice and was elected to the Fifth 
Congress March 4, 1797-March 3, 1799. He was appointed 
United States Marshall District of Maine, Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Maine 1814-1820. He was appointed 
Professor of Law Harvard University 1816-1827. He died 
in Boston May 26, 1830. 

James Parker M.D. was also a Representative for Mas- 
sachusetts. He was barn in Boston 1768 he was re-elected 
to the 16th Congress March 4, 1819. 


_ , Thomas Parker—soldier, born in Frederick County, Vir- 
nia, 1753; died there January 24 1820. Captain during the 
evolution; Lieutenant-Colonel Infantry 1799; Colonel £2th 
Infantry 1812; Brigadier-Genera] 1813. 


Paymaster General Danie] Parker of Shirley, Massachu- 
setts, born January, 1782. Paymaster General 1821. 


These and others we have mentioned were descendants 
of our Patriarch Abraham Parker who was born in Marl- 
borough, Wiltshire County, England, about A. D.— 1620. 
He subscribed to the Woburn town records in 1640. It has 
been said that the first who bore the name in England was 
a Norman, Johannes Le Parkerre. He followed William the 
Conqueror, and was keener of the Royal Parks. Whence his 
mame variously spelled Parkerre, Parkeyer—Parkre—Par- 
chour and Parker. 


General John Henry Parker, United States Army was 
born in Lipton Missouri, September, 19th, i866. He was a 
graduate of the United States Military Academy 1892. First 
Lieut. April 26th, 1898. Major 40th and S¥th U. S. Vol. 
August 17th, 1897. Capt. 28th Inf. Major 8th Inf., 1914. 
Col. of Inf., 1917. He commanded the famous Gatlin Gun 
Battery Santiago Cuba, 1898. He was adviser to the Gov- 
ernor of Matansas, Cuba, 1908. Judge Advocate Puintive 
Expedition to Mexico, 1916. Gun expert on Gen. Pershing’s 
Staff, A. E. F. He served at Chavignon, Bois-de-Jury, 
Chateau Thierry. He was Colonel of the 302 Inf. He was 
thrice wounded in France, Gold Med, Mil. Service Instit. 
Distinguished Service Medal “Gallantry in Action”. In 12 
combats General Parker is said to be the only Officer in the 
Army who in addition to a Distinguished Service Cross has 
three (3) Oak Leaf Clusters for extraordinary heroism in 


action. 


MEMENTO (HOUR GLASS) MORI (DEATH’S HEAD). 


HERE LIES THR Bony or 
Mrs. DEBORAH PARKER, DAUGHTER 
oF Capt. JONAS Prescott, Eso.. anp 
WIFE To CAPT. SAMUEL PARKER OF 
GROTON, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE 
SEPTEMBER THE 27, A.D. 1724, 
IN THE SOTH Year or Hee AGE 
HERE LIES BuriED 
YE Bopy or Yr 
HONORABLE COL. 
BENJAMIN PRESCOTT, 

Esa., WHO 
Ye 8p ANNO Dom, 

1738, AGE 
42 Years, 7 M. 

& 30 v. 


The son of Jonas and Mary (Loker) Prescott, born Jan. 
4, 1696; married June 1}, 1718, Abigail Oliver, of Cambridge. 
Benjamin was the father of Col. Wm. Prescott, who com- 
manded the American forces at the Battle of Bunker Hill. 


HERE LIES BURIED HERE LIES BURIED 
Ye Bopy oF Ye Bopy or 
JAMES PARKER, JAMES PARKER, JUN., 
WHo DEPARTED Wo DEPARTED 
THis Lire THIs Lire 
JANUARY YE ZIsT, JANUARY YE 29TH, 
A.D. 1748-9, A.D. 1748-9, 
IN YE 63D YEAR IN Ye 26TH YEAR 
or His AGE. or His AGE. 
The son of James and The son of James and 


Mary (Parker) born March Abigail (Prescott) Parker, 
24, 1686-7; he married Abi- born February 20th, 1722-3. 
gail, daughter of Jonas and His father’s epitaph immedi- 
Mary Prescott. ately precedes his own. 


The following is an extract from the Battle of Bunker 
Hill Historie Poem, in four cantos, by Col. William Emmons, 
Boston, 1859:— 


“Moore, Parker, Gardner, Gilman, Spencer, Stark, 

Belted their arms to guard their nation’s ark 

From the polluting touch of slavery’s hand, 

That dared to seize, to bear it from the land. 
From Canto I. 


“Now, Pitcairn twice the parapet had scaled, 
And twice against him, Parker’s arm prevailed; 
But lo, pupgrtad iy a mamensus i ae . 
arker is presently o’erpowered and slain. 
—_ ? - —From Canto [V. 


The same poem relates how Col. Prescott, a relative of 
Lieut. Col. Parker, kills Pitcairn, and how, in revenge for 
Warren’s death, Gen. Putnam kills Abercrombie. 


Inscription on the Battle Monument at Che 
LiEvT.-COL. MosES PARKER, eebasiaed, Mines. 
AND 
CAPTAIN BENJAMIN WALKER. 
WOUNDED AT BUNKER HILL, JUNE LITH, 1775 
DIED PRISONERS IN Bostox, JULY 4TH, AND : 
AUGUST, 1775 
LievuT, ROBERT SPAULDING, DieD AT MILForD, 
Con. 1776. 
—In Honor — 
OF THE TOWNSMEN OF CHELMSFORD, 
Wo SERVED THEIR COUNTRY 
IN THE 
Wark OF THE REVOLUTION 
THIS MONUMENT IS ERECTED 
BY A 
GRATEFUL POSTERITY. 


Extracts from an address by Dr. Wm. Thornton Parker, 
S. A. R., at a meeting of the Sons of the American Revolution, 
at Lexington, Mass., 1888: 


_.. Pausing, after reading these honorable records, we cannot 
fail to draw some inspiration from the lives of those who 
faced the dangers of the carly settlers of the grand old Bay 
State. What did they not endure for us? Theirs was the 
dangerous and weary voyage; theirs the emigrant’s privations 
and toils; theirs the shrill war-hooy of the pitiless Indians; 
theirs the red glare of burning homes, and the anguish of 
wives and children im captivity, worse than death; theirs the 
disecouragements from tyranical and seinsh rule; theirs the 
manly courage and the well-nicgh hopeless contest; theirs the 
long years of doubt, dismay, privation, danger and cruel suf- 
fering; and theirs was the sublime hope and trust in God’s 
strong arm—who, should at last reward all this true worth, 
with the honor and the glory and the tremendous joy of tri- 
umph; theirs the honor of the builders of a nation, the crea- 
tion of a Republic, the like of which the world has never 
seen—the existence of which brought terror to princes, 
and hope te the papers of the earth, and proclaimed with 
its shouts of triumphal strength, not only liberty throughout 
the land, but the promise that Divine blessing should at 
last reach Earth’s remotest portion. Oh, how can we honor 
those noble ancestors of ours enough? How dare we be un- 
mindful of the lessons they sought to teach us? How can we, 
enjoying the privileges their bloed has purchased for us ignore 
their wishes and oppose their wills? What are our responsi- 
bilities as true and dutiful sons and loyal patriots? Certainly 
we have responsibilities, and most certainly we have duties 
clear and distinct to follow. Let us renew with their hollowed 
memories the patriotic pledges we inherit with our birthrights, 
and may every true Son of the American Revolution pertorm 
those sacred duties—even if self-denial must be something 
of the test required, and transmit to our sons the spirit ot 
American fortitude and love of country, which has made our 
nation honored and respected in every clime. 


“Spirit that made those heroes dare 

To die, and leave their children free, 

Bid Time and Nature gently spare ‘ 
The monuments we raise to them and Thee. 


Captain John L. Parkerof Lynn, Massachusetts, Genealogist and 
Historian, from whose writings many valuable items for the brochure 
have been obtained, served faithfully with many other of his Parker 
relatives in the War of the Rebellion. He was Department Com- 
mander of the Massachusetts Grand Army of the Republic. He was 
also a direct descendant of our honoured Patriarch, Abraham Parker. 
His great grandfather with four of his brothers served in the Revolu- 
tionary War. Eight Parkers were killed in action, seven died of their 
wounds, and two died as prisoners of war. - R. I. Pace. 


In the war of 1812 seventy-three Parkers were recorded. Un- 
doubtedly many more served. In Col. Osgood’s Regiment raised in 
Boston andin Col. Nichols’ Regiment, Thomas G. Parker, Sergt. Wm. 
Parker and Josiah and Walter Parker in the Groton Regt. Corp. Wm. 
Parker in Col. Nichols’ Regt. 


Graduates of United States Military Academy 


Died before July Ist, 1902 


Charles P. Parker, 1885, No. 3067 
Dexter W. Parker, 1870, No. 2350 
*Thomas H. Parker, 1861, No. 1952 
Francis Lee J. Parker, 1894, No. 3574 
Frank Parker, 2894, No. 3592 
*James Parker, 1876, No. 2623 
James E. Parker, 1895, No. 3643 
*John H. Parker, 1892, No. 3498 
Perry Parker, 1879, No. 2821 
Robert B. Parker, 1841 No. 1086 
Theophilis Parker, 1877, No. 2659 


*Author Mil. Subjects in Library of West Point. 


In this compilation the compiler is deeply indebted to the scholarly work of 
Theodore Parker of Worcester, Mass.—’* John Parker of Lexington. 


W. Thornton Parker. 


